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WATSON, MA vo. 


Tueſday the 24th Day of January, and in the Thirty-Seventh Year of the 
Reign of George the Third King of Great-Britain, &c. 


' RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend GEORGE STEPNEY TOWNLEY, M. A. Chaplain to the 
Right Honourable the Loxp-Mayos, for his excellent Sermon preached 
at the Pariſh Church of Saint Lawrence Fewry, before his LoxDSRHIT, and 


ſeveral MEMBERs of this Court, on Sunday the Eighth of this Inflant, and 
that he be deſired to print the ſame. | 


NTX. 


WATSON, Mayor. 


A Common Council holden in the Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of 
Landen, on Thurſday the 26th Day of Fanuary, 1797. 


RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 


THAT the Thanks of this Court be given to the 
Reverend GEORGE STEPNEY TOWNLEY, M. A. Chaplain to the 
Right Honourable the Loxp-Mayor, for his excellent Sermon preached 
before his LoxDsH1yP, the ALDERMEN, SHERIFFS, and ſeveral MEMBERS 
of this CourT, on Sunday the Eighth Inſtant, at the Pariſh Church of 
Saint Lawrence Fewry, and that he be deſired to print the ſame, and ſend a 
Copy thereof to every MEMBER of this Court. 


RIX. 


3 — — — ——ͤ — rr ,  _ 


—— — > ode oo Oo. 


——— . — 


TO THE 


Right Honourable BROOK WATSON, 


LORD MAYOR, 


THE 


WORSHIPFUL THE ALDERMEN, 


SHERIFFS, 


AND THE 


COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LONDON, 


THIS 


SERM ON, 


PREACHED IN THE 


Pariſh Church of St. Lawrence Jeury, 


ON SUNDAY THE EIGHTH OF JANUARY, 1797. 


AND PRINTED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 
BY THEIR OBEDIENT 


AND OBLIGED SERVANT, 


WALBROOK, 


FEB. 18, 1797. THE AUTHOR. 
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MALACHI, CHAP, III. PART OF THE FIRST VERSE. 


THE LORD, WHOM YE SEEK, SHALL SUDDENLY 
COME TO HIS TEMPLE. 


Tur Scriptures of the Old Teſtament record at large 
the Hiſtory of the Jews from their firſt ſelection as a peculiar 
people to the days of Malachi. They likewiſe atteſt 
that the expectation of one extraordinary law-giver and 
deliverer prevailed for ages preceding the ſelection of the 


Jews, and continued uninterrupted among that people. 


The prophecies, delivered in the Old Teſtament, reſpecting 


the Advent of the Meſſiah, were conſtantly referred by the 
B ancient 
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ancient Jews to the miniſtration of one perſon, who ſhould 
be of the ſeed of Abraham, of the tribe of Judah, of the 


* houſe and lineage of David.“ 


After Moſes, no prophet under the law was commiſſioned 
to promulgate, or authorized to make a new covenant. 
The duty of ſucceeding prophets conſiſted in calling the 
attention of the Jews to the law given by Moſes, and in 
gradually announcing the Advent of that Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King. who ſhould publiſh good tidings,” and 
© make a new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael, and 
« with the houſe of Judah.”* It was therefore, as well with 
reference to many prior predictions, as with the deſire of 
confirming the hopes, and alleviating the diſtreſſes of thoſe, 
who, in the days of Malachi, looked for redemption in 
Iſrael, that the laſt of the prophets under the law delivered 
this inſpired meſſage :—** The Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall 
« ſuddenly come to his Temple.“ | 


In the following diſcourſe, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, in 
the fir place, that the Expeclation of the Meſſiah, referred 
to in theſe words—** The Lord, whom ye eee was 


founded 


Jeremiah xxxi. 31. 


1 


founded on the ſure word of prophecy ;” continued without 
interruption among the Jews; and exiſted at the period, 
when our Lord publicly appeared: /econdly, that it was 
atteſted by ſome profane writers; and is ſtill, even at this 
day, entertained among the people of the Jews : in the 
third place, from theſe premiſes ſome concluſions will be 
drawn, tending to excite attention to the Office and to the 
Perſon of our Lord, in whom „ all Scripture is fulfilled.” 


I. The teſtimony of Jeſus is the ſpirit of prophecy.”* 


That ſpirit was beſtowed ** at ſundry times and in divers 


manners“ on the prophets, to ** prepare the way of the 
+ Lord,” to reveal the preciſe time of his appearing, the 
holineſs of his life, the benefits of his death, the nature of 


his office, and the divinity of his perſon. 


To ſelect every prediction, and every characteriſtic 


deſcription, type, or figure, reſpecting the Meſſiah, would 
be to tranſcribe the greater part of the Old Teſtament. But 
from among the expreſs predictions of his coming, delivered 
during the period of nearly four thouſand years, from Adam 
to Malachi, the following will be ſufficient to prove, that 


the 


* Revelations xix. 10. 


Geneſis 
iii. 15. 


xxii. 18. 
xxvi. 4. 


xlix. 10. 


Deut. 


xviii. 18. 


Pſalm 
xvi. 10. 


Ezek. 
xxxiv. 23 


1 


the expectation referred to in the text, was founded on 


cs 


cc 
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the ſure word of prophecy.” 

Concerning the MESSIAH, 
—'To our firſt parents it was revealed, that ** the ſeed 
of the woman ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent's head: 
ro the Patriarchs Abraham and Iſaac, that in their 
ſeed ſhall all the nations of the carth be bleſſed :” 
To Jacob, that the ſcepter ſhall not depart from 
Judah, nor a law-giver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come, and unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be:“ 
— To Moſes, that ** a prophet ſhould be raiſed up from 
among their brethren, like unto him :” 
—To David, in reference to the reſurrection of Chriſt, 
Thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, neither wilt thou 
ſuffer thine holy one to ſee corruption :?? 
— To Ifaiah, ** Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive, and bear 
a ſon, and ſhall call his name Immanuel :” 
—To Jeremiah, ** Behold, the days come, ſaith the 
Lord, that I will raiſe unto David a righteous branch ;— 


and this is his name, whereby he ſhall be called, the 
Lord our righteouſneſs :” 


—To Ezekiel, that God will ſet up one ſhepherd 
over them, and he ſhall feed them: “ 


— fo 


cc 
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—To Daniel, that Meſſiah - ſhall be cut off, but not for 
himſelf : and that he ſhall cauſe the ſacrifice and the obla- 
tion to ceaſe ;?? 

—To Micah, that ** out of Bethlehem ſhall He come 
forth, that is to be ruler in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlaſting :” 

—To Nahum, “ Behold upon the mountains the feet of 
him that bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth peace :” 
ro Habakkuk, that the earth ſhall be filled with the 
en of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the ſea: 

—To Haggai, that the deſire of all nations ſhall 
come ; and the glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater 


« than of the former: 


— To Zechariah, that „% he ſhall come lowly that they 


ſhall „ weigh for his price thirty pieces of ſilver; and 


46 


ſhall look upon dun. whom they have pierced:“ and, laſt 


of all, 


cs 


—To Malachi, ©* The Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall 
ſuddenly come to his temple.” 


The ſuddenneſs of the Lord's coming, here mentioned, 


ſeems to refer to theſe words immediately preceding : 


C _«« Behold, 


Dan. ix. 
26, 27. 


Micah 


V. Zs 


Nahum 
i. 15. 


Haba k. 
ii. 14. 


Haggai 
ii. 7, 9. 


Zechar. 
ix. 9 
xi. 12. 
xii. 10. 


Malac. 
111, 1. 


6 


| «+ Behold, I will ſend my meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare 
« the way before me;” a prophetic deſcription of the harbinger 
of Chriſt, John the Baptiſt. ** The voice of him that cried 
in the wilderneſs” had been predicted more than ſeven 
hundred years before the birth of John, by the evangelical 
prophet ;# whoſe book, or viſion,” contains the ſublimeſt 


deſcriptions of the divine Majeſty, together with the cleareſt 
prophecies relative to the Meſſiah. 


The ſufferings and death of Chriſt are ſo pathetically and 
minutely forctold in the 53d chapter of Iſaiah, that, among 
the Jews of modern times, ſome have been reduced to the 
neceſſity of acknowledging two Meſſiahs; a doctrine 
unknown to the ancient Jews; others, of maintaining, that 
for the ſins of the nation, the Meſſiah has delayed his 
coming; and others, of aſſerting, contrary to hiſtorical 


evidence, that the 5 zd chapter was written after the death 
of Chriſt. All theſe evaſions in reality confeſs the ſtrict 
agreement between the Evangeliſts and that prophet. 


But, who can peruſe the Book of Iſaiah without admi- 
ration ? who can lay claim to literary taſte, without prizing 


it 


* Iſaiah xl. 3. 


3 

it highly? The learned critic, who dwells with rapture on 
| beauties in the Greek and Roman page, muſt lay aſide all 
claim to claſſical judgment, if he receive not greater ſatis- 
faction from the Book of Ifaiah, than from the moſt 
renowned productions of Athens and of Rome. How much 
more ſhould the Chriſtian admire, not merely the ſublimity 
of the ſtyle, but the importance of the doctrines found in 
Iſaiah, and be continually ““ ſearching thoſe Scriptures, 
u hich teſtify of Chriſt.” The preciſe time of his coming 
was marked out by Jacob's prophecy reſpecting the ſubver- 
ſion of the Jewiſh ſtate, and the calling of the Gentiles ;* 
by Haggai's prediction of the glory of the ſecond temple ;+ 
by Daniel's „ viſion of the four kingdoms,” and his 
„ ſeventy weeks of years,” 4 


In conſequence of the authenticity of the prophecies, con- 
tained in the Old Teſtament, the very ſame expectation, 
which, for ages, had engaged the attention of the Jews, 
ſubſiſted in full force at the period of our Lord's public 
miniſtry. This unqueſtionably appears from the three fol- 
lowing teſtimonies, ſelected out of many recorded by the 
Evangeliſts: When the Baptiſt preached, ** the people were 


cc in 


* Geneſis xlix. 40, + Haggai ii. g. t Daniel vii. and ix. 24. 
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in expectation, and all men muſed in their hearts of John, 
„ whether he were the Chriſt, or not.”* The woman of Sa- 
maria confeſſed, ** I know that Meſſiah cometh ;—when he 
js come, he will tell us all things.“ P And, when Jeſus had 
fed © the five thouſand with five barley loaves and two ſmall 
© fiſhes, then thoſe men, who ſaw the miracle that Jeſus did, 
« ſaid, This is of a truth that Prophet, that ſhould come into 
„ the world.“ 4 


Theſe teſtimonies ſufficiently ſhew, that the expectation of the 
Meſſiah, to which Malachi bore witneſs, did exiſt among the 
Jews at the period when Chriſt appeared; of whom Moſes 
and all the prophets had written.” The narrations of the 
Evangeliſts, compared with the predictions of the Prophets, diſ- 
cover an exact accompliſhment of every particular. Both Teſta- 
ments point to one and the ſame perſon : the Old under vari- 
ous ſignificant types, characteriſtic deſcriptions, and direct pre- 
dictions; the New by exhibiting one perfect antitype, in 


whom prophecy, ** the teſtimony of Jeſus,” is fulfilled. 


IT.—But ſince it is not unreaſonable to require that ſo extra- 


ordinary an expectation ſhould receive ſome other confirmation, 


Or 


Luke iii. 15. I John iv. 25. 4 John vi. 14. 


E 


or collateral proof, beſides the teſtimony of the ſacred writings ; 
it may not be uſeleſs, in the /econd place, to point out ſome 
atteſtations given to the reality of that expectation even by 


profane writers. 


The knowledge of the Old Teſtament for many ages had 
been confined, with its language, to the nation of the Jews. 
That impediment to the diffuſion of its truths was greatly re- 
moved by the tranſlation of the original into the moſt univerſal 
language, about three centuries before our Lord appeared. The 
verlion of the Old Teſtament from Hebrew into Greek oc- 
caſioned the law and the prophets to be more generally known: 
and, in conſequence of that knowledge, many ** devout per- 
«« ſons out of every nation” became proſelytes to the Jewiſh re- 
ligion; and numbers, beſides the children of Iſrael, looked 
for the completion of the promiſes reſpecting the Meſſiah, ac- 
cording to the appointed time and. place revealed in thoſe 


Scripturcs. 


As the Septuagint Verſion was known at Rome in the Au- 
guſtan age, it is not ſurprizing to find that ſome direct teſti. 
monies were given by. Roman Hiſtorians to the extraordinary 


expectation entertained by the Jews. 'Two of them have at- 


D teſted 


1 

 teſted- the reality of that expectation. Tacitus, after obſerv- 
ing, that, on the approach of the Roman army under Veſpaſian 
and Titus againſt Jeruſalem, the internal factions of the Jews 
yielded to their mutual deſire of vanquiſhing the external foe *; 
and, after having recorded ſeveral omens and prodigies, which 
ſeemed to portend deſtruction to that city, ſubjoined theſe 
memorable words: Many were perſuaded it was contained 
in the ancient writings of their prieſts, that the Eaſt would 
at that period prevail, and out of Judæa would ariſe thoſe, 
„ who ſhould obtain ſovereign dominion.” + And he ima- 
gined that the perſuaſion, or myſterious prediction, received 
its accompliſhment in the perſons of Veſpaſian and Titus. 


Similar to this is the teſtimony of Suetonius in his Life of the 
Emperor Veſpaſian, to whom he likewiſe applies the completion 
« of that ancient and eſtabliſhed opinion,” which, as the hiſto- 
rian intimates, occaſioned the Jews to rebel againſt the Romans, 
and which he has recorded in theſe words: ** An ancient and 


© eſtabliſhed 


Ita in duas factiones civitas diſceſſit, donec propinquantibus Rom. bellum externum 


concordiam pararet. Taerri. Hier. l. v. c. 13. 


% Pluribus perſuaſio inerat, antiquis ſacerdotum litteris contineri, eo ipſo tempore 


fore, ut valeſceret Oriens, profectique Judea rerum potirentur. Quæ ambages 


«« Veſpaſianum ac Titum predixerant.” Tacirti Hisr, I. v. c. 13. 


( 19 ) 


«« eſtabliſhed opinion had overſpread the Eaſt, that it is decreed 
there ſhall ariſe at that period, out of Judæa, thoſe, who 
«« ſhould obtain ſovereign dominion.” * 


The Jewiſh hiſtorian, Joſephus, likewiſe bears teſtimony to 
the exiſtence of that expectation in his days: for, after record- 
ing ſome prodigies, or portents, which preceded the deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem ; and remarking the extreme eagerneſs of his 
countrymen to throw off ſubjection to the Roman yoke, he 
obſerves, that, . what principally excited them to the War 
was, an ambiguous oracle, found likewiſe in their holy 
*« ſcriptures, that about that period one of their own country- 
men ſhould obtain the ſovereignty of the world.” + 


But there is ſtill an inconteſtible proof of the reality of that 
expectation in its preſent exiſtence among the people of the 
Jews. To this hour they retain the ſame expectation, and 

| wait 

* Percrebuerat Oriente toto vetus et conſtans opinio: eſſe in fatis, ut eo tempore 


Judæa profecti rerum potirentur. Id de Imperatore Rom. quantum eventu poſtea paruit 


prædictum Judæi ad ſe trahentes, rebellarunt.“ Sur rox. IN Vespan. ſ. 4. 
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—— © 195 fi bu * 
. . — " — * 
—— - — — _ 4 
. - = 
mr — pp EEE 
9 
m — — — 7 * _ - - - — 


( 20 ) 
wait for a Meſſiah in the glory of temporal dominion. In 
„the forms of prayers, which are now publicly read in the 
„ ſynagogues,” the twelfth of their ** thirteen creeds” runs 
in words to this effect I believe, with a firm and perfect 


© faith, that the Meſſiah is to come: although he tarrieth I 
«« will wait, and expect daily his coming.” “ 


Their conduct in this reſpect, as in many others, atteſts 
not only the inſpiration of their own prophets, but the divine 
authority of the Goſpel: for the ſubverſion of their whole 
polity, civil and religious, their diſperſion among all nations, 
their preſent continuance on the earth, and their final con- 
verſion to the Chriſtian Faith, form a conſiderable part of the 
prophecies contained in the New Teſtament : their long de- 
pendent condition confirms the ſacred authority of this ancient 
prediction delivered by Hoſea, ** the children of Iſrael ſhall abide 
«6 many days without a king, and without a prince, and without 
« a ſacrifice: ꝗ the utter deſtruction of their temple and city by 
the Roman power demonſtrates the truth of theſe words of 
our bleſſed Lord, that Jeruſalem ſhall be trodden down of 
„ the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled PT 
while their perſiſting in the expectation of a Meſſiah in tem- 

poral 


* Tephilloth Seder.—P. 4. + Hoſea iii. 4. + Luke xxi. 24. 


. 


poral glory, illuſtrates this aſſertion of St. Paul- that Blind- 
„ neſs in part is happened to Iſrael, until the fulneſs of the 
„ Gentiles be come in.“ “* 


I have thus attempted to ſhew that the Expe&ation of the 
Meſſiah referred to, by Malachi, in theſe words, —“ the Lord 
„ whom ye e,,“ was founded on ** the ſure word of pro- 


3 


phecy ;” continued without interruption among the Jews ; 
exiſted at the period when our Lord publicly appeared ; was 
atteſted by ſome profane writers; and is ſtill, even at this day, 


entertained among the people of the Jews. 


III. From theſe premiſes, it is reaſonable to conclude, in 
the hid and laſt place, that the maniteſtation of divine Power, 
in the ſucceſſive degrees of evidence vouchſafed to announce the 
Advent of the Meſtiah, was deſigned to excite the attention of 
mankind to the Office and to the*Per/on of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom 
all Scripture is fulfilled : to his office, as the Meſſenger of the 
„Covenant; the Teacher lent from God; who ſpake as never man 
„ ſpake,” and left an example worthy of all imitation. A fin- 
gular evidence of the goodneſs of God towards mankind, whe. 
ther the ſtate of the Jewiſh or Gentile world, at the period of 


E our 


Romans xi. 25. 
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our Lord's miniſtry be conſidered. No Prophet had appeared 
among the Jews, from the days of Malachi, till the preaching of 
John the Baptiſt: during that interval, the miſinterpretations 
given to the law, the corrupt gloſſes and vain traditions of the 
Phariſees, Scribes, and Elders, made the ceremonial law more 
regarded than the moral; the lower orders were ſunk in igno— 
rance and ſuperſtition ; the chief among the Jews were intent 
on enriching themſelves; errors of the moſt ſerious con- 
ſequence prevailed in the Jewiſh church, and required the in- 


terpoſition of authority, not like that of the Scribes. 


In the Gentile world, though the Roman empire was then 
in its meridian glory, and arts, ſciences, and learning ſhone 
with a ſplendour, before unknown ; though the powers of the 
mind had freely been called forth to aſcertain and to eſtabliſh 
truths of the firſt importance to man ; yet all that reaſon, all 
that philoſophy could dictate for the ſuppreſſion of idolatry, 
for the reformation of manners, and for introducing a ſpiritual 
worſhip acceptable unto God, proved ineffectual: nor was it 
to be expected that mere reaſon ſhould redreſs evils, which it 
could not prevent. Some among the heathens were ſenſible 
of this: He, who was reputed the wiſeſt of them, confeſſed 
the want of ſuperior aſſiſtance; expreſſed a pious, if not pro- 

phetic 


6 


phetic hope, that divine Wiſdom would interpoſe for the ge- 


neral benefit of mankind ; and ſuggeſted the neceſſity of ex- 
pecting the coming of an inſtructor, and friend to human na- 

ture. * It is therefore an evidence of God's goodneſs, that 
when the whole world, Jewiſh and Gentile, ** bond and free, 
«© the wiſe and the unwiſe,” ſtood in need of ſound doctrine, 
and perfect example; when the people walked in darkneſs,” 
God ſent forth his Son to“ call men out of darkneſs into 
« his marvellous light;” at a period the leaſt favourable 
to impoſture, and therefore the fitteſt for truth to mani- 
feſt itſelf ; when all the exertions of power and authority, 
of learning and virtue, of prejudice and vice, could not diſ- 
cover any falſe pretenſions in the miniſtry of Jeſus. 


But though the miſſion of our bleſſed Lord was eminently 
beneficial in delivering to thoſe <** who ſat in darkneſs,” a 


perfect 
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PLATO ALC1BADES II. p. 459. fol. Francof. 
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perfect rule of life, and in exhibiting a pattern of all righ- 
teouſneſs, yet the end of his coming is not reſtrained to thoſe 
good purpoſes: he moreover came to make atonement for 
ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; “ he gave himſelf a ranſom 


« for all.”* His ſufficiency for that high office, we learn, 
from the divine attributes aſcribed to his Per/or in the Scrip- 


tures : in both Teſtaments He is pronounced to be omniſcient, 


omnipreſent, omnipotent : „David, in ſpirit, called him 
« Lord:” + Iſaiah proclaimed, ** make ſtraight in the deſert an 
„ highway for our God:“ | and Malachi, *© the Lord ſhall 
*© come to his Temple.” —* He came—unto his own, and his 
„ own received him not :—the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. ” He came meek and lowly, and 
«« was deſpiſed and rejected of men.” | But, to ſtrengthen 
our faith, and to perfect our obedience, the ſame Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts, who have recorded our Lord's it coming in 
great humility, do likewiſe, with one voice, proclaim his 
ſecond coming, in glory, to“ judge the world in righteous- 
« "nels. 


May our preſent knowledge of theſe ſacred truths prevail 
with us to learn of him, that we may find reſt unto our 


&« ſouls.” 


* 1 Tim, ii. 6. + Pſalm cx. 1. þ Ifaiahxl. 3. $ John i. 10, 11 Iſaiah liii 3. 
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„ ſouls.” May our belief of his Goſpel, by regulating our 
thoughts, words, and actions, make us wiſe unto ſalva- 
„ tion: while, with grateful hearts, we join in this confeſſion, 
«© made by St. Peter“ Lord, to whom ſhall we go? Thou 
« hait the words of eternal life: and we believe, and are ſure, 
„that thou art the Chriſt, the Son of the living God.” * 


* John vi. 68, 69. 
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